THE LEO BAECK DAY SCHOOL: GENERAL SYNOPSIS OF SUBJECTS’ APPROACH TO PROGRAMME COURSES.  

HUMANITIES GRADE 8

	THE LEARNER PROFILE: Reflective, Caring, Knowledgeable, Inquirers, Thinkers, Communicators, Open-minded, Risk-takers, Principled, Balanced. (These attributes are explicitly explored and are implicitly embedded throughout our school community.)

	IB AREAS OF INTERACTION: Approaches to Learning. Health and Social Education. Human Ingenuity.  Environments.  Community and Service.
(These common organizing strategies, frame inquiry and give context to unit content. A selection of these are embedded in each unit of inquiry, within and across subjects)


	Approaches to Learning and Teaching Strategies

(Teachers and students employ a range of differentiated methods to construct effective learning in different learning environments)
	Assessment: Criteria Related

(Teachers employ a range of Formative assessment, Summative assessment, Student self-assessment strategies, tasks and tools)

	Organization and Transference Skills
	Communicat-ion and Information

Skills
	Thinking 

and Reflection

Skills
	Attitudes 

and

Collaboration Skills
	Strategies 

(Teachers use these  a  range of these to provide a balanced view of student learning)
	Tools /Recording Devices 

(Teachers use a range of these to document evidence of  student learning)

	•Responsibility

•Study habits

•Note making

•Homework

•Research strategies

•Class preparation

•Mind maps 

•Self discipline

•Group roles

•Learning styles:

Gardner’s Multi- intelligences

•Time management

•Making connections

•Overlapping ideas/concepts

•Other…

	•Language skills
•Oral decoding strategies

•Subject specific terms 

•Verbal, Non- verbal

•Presentation skills

•Participation

•Literacy skills,

•Media Literacy

•Tech. Literacy

•Referencing sources

•Intellectual property awareness

•Persuasion

•Other…
	•Acquiring 

specific subject knowledge

•Numeric 

•Verbal 

•Problem solving

•Creative,

Lateral thinking

•Critical thinking/quest-ioning

•Analysis

Bloom’s levels

•Metacognition

•Self awareness

•Perception

•Generating ideas

•Reasoning

•Other…
	•Appreciation

•Enthusiasm

•Independence

•Perseverance

•Confidence 

•Curiosity

•Respect: self/

others/world

•Cooperation,

•Commitment

•Effort

•Empathy

•Tolerance
•Integrity

•Conflict resolution

•Negotiation

•Group responsibilities

•Other…
	•Performance: quizzes, tests

•Observations

•Selected responses

•Reflections

•Open-ended original responses

•Process Journals

•Response Journals

•Design workbooks

•Interviews
•Open-ended

•Research
•Portfolios

•Presentation

•Conferences

•Other…
	•Rubrics
•Checklists

•Benchmarks

•Rating scales

•Provincial Achievement charts/levels (OMOE)

•Exemplars
•Anecdotal

•Continuums

•Learning logs

•MYP Subject specific Assessment Criteria

• MYP subject specific Interim objectives

•Other…

	
	
	
	
	Assessment Tasks 

(Teachers use a range of these to collect evidence of student learning)

	
	
	
	
	Compositions (artistic, musical, physical, written)

Solutions/ products (as responses to problems)

Essays, Exams, Research, Investigations, Reports, 

Performances, Other…


	MYP FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS IN THE LBDS HUMANITIES GRADE 8

This HUMANITIES course outline has been developed and reviewed, collaboratively, with the three fundamental MYP concepts in mind: holistic education, intercultural awareness and communication. These foundation principles of the MYP inform, and are inextricably embedded in, the HUMANITIES syllabus objectives and in the units of inquiry that flow from these. LBDS students come to an awareness of the interconnected nature of knowledge. We view the development of the whole student as essential to our mandate as educators. Real world complexities are viewed as opportunities for LBDS students to contextualize their learning through the MYP Areas of interaction. The HUMANITIES syllabus content and context encourages and promotes international- mindedness by engaging and exploring other cultures and perspectives. Through the units of inquiry, we seek to build understanding and respect for our own and for different cultural views. The HUMANITIES courses promote open and effective communication skills for students to articulate their learning in a wide variety of modes, and to enable them to communicate on a global level. International-mindedness is explicitly and implicitly explored and practiced by students who authentically shape their own learning through the use of the Learner Profile throughout our school community. Humanities has incorporated the MYP Humanities Level 3 interim objectives. These expectations are taught from a perspective that reflects the unique nature of the LBDS Reform Jewish values and liberal perspectives. 


	TEXTS and RESOURCES

MYP: FROM PRINCIPLES INTO PRACTICE

MYP: SUBJECT GUIDE: HUMANITIES

ONTARIO MINISTRY OF EDUCATION: SOCIAL STUDIES/HISTORY/GEOGRAPHY GUIDE

IBO.ON-LINE CURRICULUM CENTRE

INTERNET 

•
maps, globes, atlas

•
Canada Revisited 8 (Clark/McKay)

•
Judaica – holiday materials

• 
Human Geography - Gage
	•
Our World – Discovering Patterns in Human Geography 


(D.C. Heath Canada Ltd.)

•          Discovering Canada – Developing a nation (Prentice


Hall Canada Ltd.)

•
library, encyclopedia, videos , films, charts,

•
newspaper, posters, photographs

•
trips (ROM: Canadian Identity, Walking Tour of Old 


Jewish Toronto), trips (York dale – Marketing)

            maps, globes, atlas (The McMillan School Atlas)

•
Jewish Demography (Baruch Browns), Early Jewish settlements, Early Jewish immigration 




	COURSE DESCRIPTION. HUMANITIES. MYP LEVEL 3

Students’ learning happens around a set of fundamental concepts: systems and structures; interactions and interdependence; environment; change and continuity; culture; and power and governance. Students have ample opportunities to explore a subject from multiple perspectives by emphasizing cross-curricular learning and integrated learning. The study of current events forms an integral component of the course, enhancing both the relevance and the immediacy of the programme. Discussion of current events stimulates student interest and curiosity, and helps students to make the connections between what they are learning in class and past and present-day world events or situations. The course also builds on and reinforces certain aspects of the mathematics curriculum. For example, clear, concise communication may involve the use of various diagrams, charts, maps, tables, and graphs to organize, interpret, and present information. Information and communications technology (ICT) provides a range of tools with a unique capacity to extend and enrich instructional strategies and students’ learning. ICT is used to connect students to other schools, at home and abroad, and to bring the global community into the local classroom. Computer programs can help students to collect, organize, and sort the data they gather and to write, edit, and present reports on their findings.

The use of the Areas of Interaction introduces a new dimension to the inquiry and allows for a richer and in depth exploration of concepts and topics. “Approaches to Learning” is common to all units of study. The areas of interaction are used as starting points to develop units of work in Humanities, or as bridges to explore connections with other disciplines and real-world issues.
By the end of this course students will understand the decisions humans make about where to locate are based on a variety of factors with environmental and social as two of the primary areas. Students will also explore the human ability to prolifically create and recreate their social, economic and philosophical ideals. Students will gain knowledge about how these ideas evolve, and how our rate of change and pace of development quickens. Students will explore the balance of power within and between communities and nations, and how this power can shift and change for both better and worse.  Students will learn the importance of improving relationships between individuals and groups and how this can enhance the lives of all in a changing world. Lastly, students will gain knowledge of their personal relationships within their social context and culture how this can affect and initiate personal social action and community change.


	The Aims of the teaching and study of Humanities are to encourage and enable the student to develop:

• an inquiring mind

• the skills necessary for the effective study of humanities

• a sense of time and place

• a respect for and understanding of others’ perspectives, values and attitudes

• awareness and understanding of people, cultures and events in a variety of places at different times
	• an understanding of the interactions and interdependence of individuals, societies, and their environments

an understanding of the causes and consequences of change through physical and human actions and processes

• an understanding of contemporary humanities issues

• a sense of internationalism and a desire to be proactive as a responsible global citizen

• an awareness of the connections with other subjects

• a lifelong interest in and enjoyment of humanities.

	At LBDS, these are guided by the MYP objectives for Humanities. These relate directly to the MYP assessment criteria, which, in turn, structure our evaluation and grading of student work:
Criterion A Knowledge (Maximum 10)

Criterion B Concepts (Maximum 10)

Criterion C (Skills Maximum 10)

Criterion D (Organization and presentation Maximum 8)


	INSTRUCTIONAL/TEACHING TIME: STUDENTS HAVE FOUR PERIODS OF HUMANITIES EACH WEEK. THIS TOTALS OVER 100 CLASSROOM CONTACT HOURS DURING THE YEAR TO ACHIEVE THE OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE THROUGH THE UNITS OF INQUIRY LISTED IN THE GRADE DOCUMENTS ON THE CURRICULUM PAGE. THESE UNITS ARE REVIEWED AT THE END OF EACH ACADEMIC YEAR.


