Student Services at the Leo Baeck Day School

The Leo Baeck Day School is committed to ensuring that all students have the knowledge, skills and confidence they need to succeed, and that they are provided with the learning opportunities and supports required. Accurate student assessment and evaluation are critically important to our teachers who are committed to including all students in regular classrooms, including those with identified and exceptional learning needs. 
LBDS faculty understands that teachers need to be skillful in determining the learning needs and styles of all students in their care in order to differentiate the delivery of the programme. To this end, we view the teacher-student relationship as a fundamental basis for the successful academic development of every child. We work with each student’s unique learning style and needs to nurture capable and active students to become positive and involved members of our community, and concomitantly to improve instruction for all students. While the explicit focus is on individual needs, the intention is also to improve instruction and engagement for and with all students. What is good for the few is likely good for most. 
To ensure a positive learning experience, parent support and their commitment to and involvement in the student's education, is a vital element supporting us to deliver effective differentiated instruction.
The Dean of Student Services is the School’s liaison with parents and support staff, both in School and in our community, to help meet the needs of individual students using a differentiated instruction model.  This includes the approach, the materials and assessment techniques.

 

If children are taken out of class for extra help on a regular basis, parents are informed.  Jewish Vocational Services provide some of our time with a psycho-educational consultant on a cost shared basis.  

 

Our School hires remedial staff in Hebrew and General Studies to meet the needs of our student population.  A portion of the fee for individual remedial assistance (normally 50%) and/or psycho-educational assessment ($500 per child) is borne by the family with prior approval.

Jewish Family and Child Service provide us with a social worker on an “as needed” basis and Family Life Education instructors for the Middle School.  

 

Student Services provides both enrichment and remediation services through the use of trained specialists, both in class and on a withdrawal basis. The criteria for eligibility is determined by the teaching staff.  Parents are informed if their child is receiving such services from the School.

As we implement the MYP in an inclusive way, teachers design learning experiences that will allow all students, including those who have special educational needs, to meet the objectives in each subject group. By differentiating their teaching strategies, teachers provide all students with opportunities to reach these goals. Differentiated teaching aims to maximize students’ potential, and allows them to demonstrate their learning in different ways.
In a pilot programme for the 2010-2011 school year, the delivery of Student Services on the South Campus will be functionally divided as follows: remedial and enrichment services under the direction of the Dean of Student Academics and social/behavioural/school life services under the direction of the Dean of Students.
Any particular provisions made for students are documented by LBDS, as these will form an important part of the curriculum planning. LBDS accommodates and /or modifies the programme for students with identified learning exceptionalities. Tailoring our curriculum and teaching to meet the individual needs of our students is extremely important. To this end, The Dean of Student services with the input of teachers develop Individual Action Plans for students who require specific accommodations or modifications to their programme.
The Dean of Academic Student Services are Leo Baeck’s liaison with parents and support staff, both in school and in our community, to help meet the individual needs of students. Each campus’s Dean dialogues with teachers, parents and the children themselves, to assess needs, and to determine both services required to address those concerns and the school’s or outside agencies ability to provide such services.  

Students who require changes to their programme, are identified either through a psycho-educational assessment from an educational psychologist, an assessment from an occupational or physiotherapist, or through observation of a specific need by the faculty. 
Accommodations may be allowed for any student where an Action Plan is deemed be appropriate. Accommodations do not alter the learning expectations for the grade level. 

Students requiring modifications to their grade level curriculum, or who will require the use of assistive technology, should provide a psycho-educational assessment completed by a registered clinical psychologist. There should be a clear identification of a Learning Disability or other form of exceptionality, and supporting documentation must be provided. 


When a student is identified as exceptional, The Dean will review the findings of the assessment with the student and his or her family and will determine the appropriate level of program support. The Dean and the subject teacher will oversee the development and administration of the student's individual education plan. The Dean will coordinate the management of the plan with the student's teachers. 

LBDS believes that all students should be allowed to demonstrate their ability under assessment conditions that are as fair as possible. Where standard assessment conditions and practices could put a student with special educational needs at a disadvantage by preventing him or her from demonstrating their true level of attainment, special arrangements may be authorized. This policy applies to students affected by temporary, long-term or permanent disability or illness, including those with learning difficulties. These special arrangements must be outlined in the student's individual action plan. 

 For all LBDS students: 

· Extra time allocations are determined on an individual basis

· Place, time and supervision of extra time will be arranged on an individual basis.

· Extra time can be given whenever appropriate in the regular classroom by the subject teacher

· Where additional support is needed, extra time may be provided by the Dean of Student Services 

· Use of a calculator, spell check, a dictionary or cue cards is permissible during an assessment when a specific recommendation for this accommodation is outlined in the IAP.

· A reader or scribe may be provided for summative assessments when a specific recommendation for this accommodation is included in the IAP and psycho educational assessment.

· Memory supports are permissible for summative assessments, only when outlined in a student's IAP.

· Students identified needs may write their test in a quiet environment (e.g., library or Principal’s office) only if such an accommodation has been outlined in the student’s Action Plan.


IB MYP students: 

· IB MYP students - A memory support may include information designed to trigger a student's prior knowledge (e.g. use of key words or dates, simple formulae). It is not meant to provide complete information (e.g., full definitions, diagrams that a student will have to reproduce, essay style answers)

· MYP students will make up memory aids with the assistance of their teachers, or when done independently, will submit their memory aids the day before the test for review by the teacher. If an MYP student has not provided the teacher with the memory aid before the summative assessment begins, the use of the memory aid will then be up to the discretion of the teacher administering the evaluation.


The IAP review process is as follows: 

· Dean of Student Services will read all documentation on file at LBDS including OSR.

· The Dean and the teacher/s will meet with parents to identify concerns and gather any pertinent information.

· Teacher will meet with Dean to develop a written list of concerns and potential accommodations or modifications. After reviewing all evidence of assessment, the Dean will determine if a psycho educational assessment should be recommended to the parents. The Dean of Student Services will report to the parents. It is the responsibility of the parents to contact doctors, make appointments, and assume responsibility for all costs incurred in regards to assessment.

· The Dean and teacher/s will formalize the IAP document and involve the necessary personnel.

· The Dean will report back to the student's parent, providing a copy of the IAP. A copy of the IAP is to be placed in the student's OSR.

· If the services of our resource teacher are required, arrangements must be made through the Dean of Student Services.

· Students whose IAP outlines assistive technology: purchase of computer and software are the responsibility of the student's family. All students with this accommodation are responsible for acquiring their own equipment..

Student Services include: 

Remediation 
· in both general and Hebrew studies, by qualified remediation specialists

· within a small group setting or directly in the classroom

· additional individual one on one remediation is available at a cost to parents

Enrichment 
· by a specialist trained in gifted education
· on a small group withdrawal basis and/or directly with an entire classroom in a specific subject area in conjunction with themes addressed in the curriculum
Home Room Support (Nursery to Grade 5)
· curriculum related to attitudes and behaviour is discussed
· discussions and predetermined activities are structured to promote inclusion of all children, facilitate positive social skills all teaching Derech Eretz, problem solving and conflict resolution strategies
· organizational, study and building self esteem skills are taught
Advisor Time/ Areas of Interaction/Guidance (Grades 6 to 8)
· communication and listening skills
· relationship building through group experiences
· study and organizational skills
· goal setting and preparing students for Middle and High school
· critical thinking through problem solving and discussion
· tzedakah and student council activities
· partnership with communities in Israel
· understanding good citizenship
· peer mentoring 
· opportunities for meaningful contributions to school and the community
· individual and personal growth
Jewish Vocational Services/Jewish Family & Child Services
· to psycho-educational consultation and psycho-educational assessments when required
· “Family Life Education Program” in  Grades 5 to 8, including tobacco and drug education

· “Peers against Drugs Program” in Grade8 with facilitators from the Community Hebrew Academy of Toronto

· social worker/consultation for classroom intervention

· parent education workshops

Character Education/Bullying Prevention Program 
· school-wide activities for awareness and discussing groups, modeling positive relationships vital to the development of social skills
· activities within the curriculum

· immediate adult intervention of all teaching and administrative staff

· ongoing professional development for all faculty

Community Care Access Centre
· services in speech pathology and occupational therapy within the school setting
Parent Volunteers
· training provided to enable parent volunteers to work with individual students on an as need basis in specific subject areas
· general orientation workshop for Nursery, Junior Kindergarten and Senior Kindergarten parents working in classroom settings
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