	IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AREAS OF INTERACTION AT LBDS

We continue to develop and construct a systemic approach to ensuring that the areas of interaction are integrated into each subject group. This remains a work in progress. However we have evolved the following approach:

At each MYP Grade level, we have structured a daily Homeroom period that discusses the areas of interaction in the broadest, most holistic contexts. Each morning, teachers explore the Areas of interaction through a variety of discussions, reflections and tasks that are set out in a school document called “Homeroom/AOI Framework”. Homeroom teachers frame contemporary issues using the areas of interaction in order to raise comprehension, awareness, reflection and responsibility that will lend itself to social action. The various subject teachers that follow this period are expected to employ the areas of interaction in much more explicit manner as planned for in their units of inquiry. They also make use of a chart which has the subjects’ areas of interaction expectations This is planned using the MYP Principles into Practice document and a Scope and Sequence we have implemented for the Grades 6, 7, and 8. This planning is understood to include Approaches to Learning in every unit and one other area of interaction. Also, it is in the homeroom period that Grade 6 (MYP Level 1) students are first introduced to the areas of interaction as part of their induction to the MYP. 

Middle School students designed a common set of icons of the areas of interaction. These simple icons have been adopted throughout the school. They are in the student agendas, on various posters and advertisements for specific information evenings. Students use them in their note taking/making to remind themselves of the frame of reference and context of what they are inquiring into. Teachers use them on assignment materials to support students’ awareness of the AoI.    

In weekly and monthly group-meetings, which are spread throughout our school calendar, faculty (who have been trained in the central significance of the Areas of Interaction in the MYP programme) is divided into horizontal grade teams and vertical subject teams respectively. Divisional Lead Teachers and Vertical Subject Lead Teachers chair these groups. Also, we have trained two Lead Teachers at an “Area of Interaction: Level 3 workshop”. These two Lead teachers have the role of advising teachers further about appropriately including the areas of interaction into their various units. 

At Grade/Subjects meetings teachers collaboratively discuss how the areas of interaction can be employed as a contextual frame for the inquiry of their various unit questions. The entire Middle school staff meets to further discuss these decisions using a large curriculum map. We map these decisions on a large-scale curriculum map to ensure that there is a spread of all the areas of interaction in each subject and in each grade, and that this correspondence happens at both our campuses for common units. Once these are settled, we transcribe this information onto an electronic curriculum document to share with our school community at the start of each academic year.  

Each unit of inquiry is documented on a Google doc. MYP Planner template.  On these, teachers further explain how these mapped areas of interaction, in a balanced manner, will be implemented within the unit and, where planned, linked to other subjects. The expectations and sub questions are drawn from the MYP From Principles to Practice document. These areas of interaction expectations/questions are altered to specifically make sense to the students and to reflect the nature of each unit.

Each classroom has AoI posters displayed to contribute to the pervasive nature of these frameworks in our school environment. These posters name the AoI in three languages taught at our school (English, Hebrew and French) to further the holistic nature of the AoI across the various subjects. They are referred to within the lessons. 

We have developed a variety of planning templates to track and document this work within each subject. The most significant of these is a Google doc. spreadsheet documenting each AoI and the MYP units that use each AoI. This spreadsheet allows us to reflect on the balance of how the areas of interaction are being integrated throughout the school in each subject.


