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Making a 
Difference



The Leo Baeck Day School Is 
Making A Difference

Eric Petersiel RJE, Head of School

The theme of this issue of the Baeck and Call is “Making a Difference.” Everyday our goal is to make a difference in 
the lives of our students, so that they can make a difference within our community and beyond. In a recent blog 
entry on our website I wrote about the breadth of vision we hope to inspire in our students. We view the education 
of our students as a service to the Jewish community, ensuring its continuity for many generations to come. And 
at the heart of that mission is teaching the students to look beyond themselves, to understand their place in the 
community and in the world. In our Tikkun Olam programming there is always a tension between supporting 
the Jewish community and the non-Jewish world, between supporting local causes and those international. The 
global vision of the International Baccalaureate program has helped us focus on the importance of both, uniquely 
through the eyes of modern Judaism. When our students reach out to earthquake survivors in Japan, they 
understand that this is part of their responsibility as Jews. As we have continued to build our relationship with 
the Weizmann School in Tel Aviv, our students know that they are in fact making a real difference in the world. 
This winter a Leo Baeck family visited the school, met the students and toured the playground our students are 
helping to build. The long-term potential of this experience is remarkable. Under the umbrella of Reform Judaism 
both Arab and Jewish children learn together, and experience the same progressive exploration of their own 
cultures and religions, which we also encourage at our school half a world away. 

If that isn’t making a difference, I don’t know what is.

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US ON OUR JOURNEY.

The Baeck and Call is published twice a year through 
The Leo Baeck Day School’s Communications and 
Development Departments and is distributed to 
more than 2800 Leo Baeck parents, grandparents, 
alumni and friends of the school.

Layout Editor:  Franci Sniderman

CONTACT INFORMATION:

Head of School  Eric Petersiel, RJE 905-709-3636 x250  epetersiel@leobaeck.ca

Chief Operating Officer Sigalit Habsha 905-709-3636 x244  shabsha@leobaeck.ca

Director of Admission Robyn Buchman 905-709-3636 x224  rbuchman@leobaeck.ca

Director of Communication Cindy Benedek 905-709-3636 x232  cbenedek@leobaeck.ca

Director of Development Elysa Greisman 905-709-3636 x241  egreisman@leobaeck.ca

Principal, North Campus Yvette Burke 905-709-3636  yburke@leobaeck.ca

Principal, South Campus Jonathan Harris 416-787-9899  jharris@leobaeck.ca

www.leobaeck.ca  

On the cover: As part of a Tikkun Olam initiative, Grade 6 students launched a school-wide food drive to help support the North York Harvest Food Bank. The North 
York Harvest Food Bank is one of the largest food banks in Toronto, distributing 1.6 million pounds of food last year through 60 neighbourhood programmes. As a 
culminating activity, students visited the food bank facilities, learned about the needs of the community and helped sort the non-perishable food donations.

To make donations:  On-line go to www.leobaeck.ca/SupportLeoBaeck or 

                                          Contact Linda Abramsohn at labramsohn@leobaeck.ca or 

                                               905 709 3636 x 222 in the Development Office

             Thank you in advance for your support!

Tribute cards for all occasions (birthdays, anniversaries, milestones)

Donations to various funds that support special projects and initiatives

Siddur sponsorships & dedications

Planned giving opportunities, estate gifts of various forms

Sponsorship of special events and programs including Rosh Chodesh services,

Nachas events & Alumni programs

Special Nachas Club programs for our Grandparent & Special Relative community

Alumni Association initiatives, ways for our alumni and their families to stay in 

      touch with us

can Make a DifferenceYOU Honour your loved ones by making a donation to Leo Baeck. 

When it comes to our students’ education,

you can MAKE A DIFFERENCE



A teacher once came to her Rabbi and asked for advice about changing professions. She wanted to become a 
diamond polisher, working to enhance the beauty of the most precious gems and stones. The Rabbi replied, 
“Aren’t you already a diamond polisher?” (Biography of Chazon Ish, p. 229)

In truth, we are all in the business of polishing diamonds, that is, ensuring our children have a meaningful   
Jewish education that will strengthen their Jewish identity and guide them to make informed choices in an 
increasingly complex world.

In the Ve’ahavta prayer that we recite at every prayer service, we are again reminded of this responsibility: 
“V’shinantam l’vanecha… And you shall teach them diligently to your children.” This phrase (which is also the 
title of our Leo Baeck siddur) obligates parents, grandparents and teachers alike to partner together in the    
living, breathing education of their children. One’s Jewish learning cannot simply be “outsourced” to a school, 
camp or synagogue if it is to be truly authentic; it must be grounded in the home. A student who learns to recite 
Shabbat blessings at school on a Wednesday will only see its impact if they welcome Shabbat with their family 
on Friday night. 

In partnering together to educate our children, we not only create indelible links between home and school, 
camp and classroom, but also encourage students to see the points of connection between their Judaism and the 
world around them. Here are three ways that we can all strive toward this common goal, v’shinantam l’vanecha:  

1.   Ritualize, rinse and repeat.

Make Jewish rituals a part of your family calendar. Invite guests over for Shabbat and Havdalah. Choose a fixed 
day of the week to discuss an Israeli current event or the Torah portion in your carpool. Build a sukkah for the 
first time. Create new rituals that are fun and relevant for your family. Then, make sure to repeat the experience 
so you can build on it from year to year.   

2.   Make time for your own learning.

The most effective way we can demonstrate to our children the importance of Jewish education is by engaging 
in study ourselves! You can subscribe to the Union for Reform Judaism’s “10 Minutes of Torah”   series, receiving 
one email each weekday to spur discussion between co-workers or family members (www.urj.org/learning). 
Navigate MyJewishLearning.com to investigate your own Jewish questions. 

3.   Study leads to action!

As liberal Jewish educators, we are in the business of cultivating empathetic lifelong learners who use their 
knowledge and skills as a springboard for tikkun olam (healing the world). Create opportunities for your             
family to give back to the local and global community. Volunteer at a food bank. Host a sleepover for your kids 
at which their pizza money is given instead to a charitable cause of their choosing. Pick a social justice theme 
for your child’s Bar or Bat Mitzvah party. And, most importantly, include your children in this process so that 
they have an active voice in determining your family’s commitments to social action.

V’shinantam l’vanecha… Through ritual, study and action, we can continue to light the spark of curiosity in our 
children’s minds. We can help them to make educated choices as modern, liberal Jews that will enable them 
to be ‘or lagoyim,’ a beacon of light in their local communities and throughout the globe. Our job is merely to 
polish these precious diamonds and let that light shine through. 

Youth today have an increasingly different 
relationship and way of viewing the modern State of 
Israel. They require new paradigms for learning about 
Israel. The Israel Engagement Committee, comprised 
of teachers, administrators and parents, both cross-
campus and cross-discipline, are undergoing a 
process to examine our approach to Israel education. 
We want to guide our students to have a connection 
to the Israel of today in a way that is meaningful 
and relevant for them. By fostering a multi-vocal 
environment in which students are invited and 
encouraged to express their feelings and insights 
about Israel, they are given the opportunity to think 
critically and make informed opinions.  

Our mission is to provide our students with a 
consistent presentation of Israel, throughout our 
school curriculum, which ref lects the school’s 
philosophy and connects to the IB principle of global 
mindedness. This will create new connections, 
within the Leo Baeck environment, and allow them 
to explore their world as individuals, members of the 
school, Jewish, and world communities.

We are exploring, like other liberal Jewish schools 
and institutions, what it means to have our students 
and staff simultaneously “hug and wrestle” with 
Israel. We wish to present a new paradigm of Israel 
engagement, where students and faculty feel that 
they can simultaneously embrace and critically 
engage with Israel in a non-judgmental space. 

To hug is to embrace Israel in its diversity: to accept 
differences and know that talking about Israel 
means something different to every single person 
in the room. The act of hugging is inclusive; it brings 
everyone in close. We hug because we love, we care 
and, ultimately, we have pride in the State of Israel.

In this context we use wrestling as synonymous with 
struggling; through this initiative, we think openly 
and critically about Israel as a modern state. We hope 
that through wrestling, questioning and searching 
we will learn to hug.

Hugging and wrestling with pride - pride in Israel, 
pride in this process. 

Hugging and Wrestling with Pride: 
A New Initiative for Israel Engagement

Hillel Kurlandsky on behalf of the Israel Engagement Committee

Diamonds 
All Around Us
Rabbi Noam Katz, Dean of Jewish Living

Israel Engagement Committee L - R Desmond Bender, Shari Standil, Rabbi Noam 
Katz, Irith Rosen, Miriam Glaser, Rachel Turkienicz, Claire Levy-Boker, Doris Morris, 
Hillel Kurlandsky, Ilana Arje Goldenthal



Success: To laugh often and much, to win the respect of 
intelligent people and the affection of children, to earn the 
appreciation of honest critics and endure the betrayal of 
false friends, to appreciate beauty, to find the best in others, 
to leave the world a bit better, whether by a healthy child, a 
garden patch, or a redeemed social condition; to know even 
one life has breathed easier because you have lived. This is 
to have succeeded!   ~Ralph Waldo Emerson

It is our mission as educators to nurture and challenge 
each child, spiritually, intellectually, physically and 
artistically. It is my goal to make sure our graduates 
are prepared for their future as leaders in their 
communities. Often I am asked how our graduates 
fare when faced with the challenges of the real 
world. Some of my greatest pleasure comes from 
Leo Baeck graduates who make a difference in their 
communities.  

Over the years I have followed our graduates and heard 
about the wonderful things they have accomplished. 
Several students have stood out because they have 
made it so clear that they will not settle for the status 
quo but take matters into their own hands and ‘Make 
a Difference’ in the lives of others. Just recently one 

of our alumni, a Westmount High School student, 
was highlighted in the Canadian Jewish News for 
his efforts in starting a World Youth Conference. It 
is meant to inform young adults about Third World 
countries and how they can make a difference. Our 
Grade 8 students attended the conference. 

A number of our alumni have been involved with 
the Free The Children organization to help build 
a school in Kenya. They speak of their experiences 
with passion and pride. Others are determined to 
raise funds for Mazon and motivate friends to help 
them. Many travel to various countries to support 
causes meaningful to them. They speak of the 
satisfaction and joy they felt to be part of that kind of 
an experience and it is the deep fulfillment, which is 
often expressed, that is so inspirational.

I consider all of our students both past and present 
my extended family and relish in all of their 
accomplishments. To see so many of them take what 
they have learned at Leo Baeck and translate those 
values to help others to make a difference to those 
less fortunate truly makes me smile.  

Taking Pride
In Our Alumni
Yvette Burke, North Campus Principal

Among the highlights of the year for the Grade 5 students at 

the North Campus was their participation in Project Give Back, 

a passion based program designed for elementary students to  

develop empathy, build character and ignite community minded 

citizens. Every Friday, each class spent 45 minutes with Amy 

Greenberg, their Project Give Back teacher. At the start of their 

journey, every student was asked to choose a charity about which 

they felt passionate. Then the students spent several weeks 

learning important skills, including how to call their charity to 

ask for information and preparing for their big day. They wrote 

a speech, prepared a display and had to plan a “fundraising” 

event. Each week, one student taught their peers about their 

chosen charity and ran their event. “Fundraising” events included 

a wide scope of activities from decorating cupcakes to making 

t-shirts. The students brought in a donation for their charities and 

wrote letters explaining what this journey has taught them. As 

their teachers, we could not be more proud of the work that       

all Grade 5 students have done. Their participation in this 

incredible program has strengthened their understanding and 

commitment to both Jewish values and the values extolled by 

the IB programme. 

Raising Community Minded Citizens
      Project Give Back

Michael Goodman and Mara Mazer, Grade 5 Language Arts

Mitzvah Day was a huge success! 
The event was co-sponsored by 
the Leo Baeck Parents’ Association 
and Holy Blossom Temple. Families 
joined as a community to roll up 
their sleeves to do good for others, 
supporting a variety of organizations 
from local to international.



My commitment to social action is an integral part of 
my Leo Baeck classroom. This year my Grade 3 students 
enthusiastically adopted an endangered Canadian 
caribou and are, along with my Grade 4s, avid users of 
www.wegivebooks.org, an organization that donates 
books to leading literacy groups. They embrace global 
and social justice issues with a unique passion that 
demonstrates both maturity and sensitivity. Watching 
their responses and personal initiatives to the books, 
photographs and stories that I share with them is truly 
rewarding. 

I grew up in a home where social action and community 
involvement were both natural and expected. From 
a young age my parents reinforced the power of 
volunteering and that donating your time and energy 
really could impact others. In 2006 my volunteer 
work extended to Africa where I went to volunteer in 
a Ghanaian orphanage. There I worked with children 
with physical and intellectual disabilities and learned 
a tremendous amount from the women who cared for 
them. I developed a connection with Africa and have 
since returned three times to work with conservation 
organizations in Botswana and Uganda. This past 
summer in Uganda I had the opportunity to work 
hands on with orphaned chimpanzees and to develop 
a conservation curriculum. Working in Africa instilled 
in me a powerful love of the environment and a 
commitment to global conservation efforts. 

I know that my commitment to social action and 
community involvement will continue to evolve 
and will remain a central part of who I am. I look 
forward to continuing to share my experiences with 
my students and learning from others. My students 
have demonstrated to me that exploring the power 
of volunteering and making a difference can truly 
motivate learning, as well as foster change. 

Tikkun Olam literally means, “Repairing the World” in Hebrew. When we put it into context we think about 
making changes to make the world a better place. At Leo Baeck we have a Tikkun Olam Committee that 
focuses on social action. We are proud to say that many middle school students participate in the committee 
and are willing to help. The Tikkun Olam Committee tries to take small actions to help improve the world. A 
few examples are: raising money to build a school in Kenya, building a playground in the Weitzman School in 
Jaffa, Israel, and raising money for Haiti after the earthquake.

Being involved in so many different extra-curricular activities at school we are exposed to the term “making a 
difference” in its most literal sense in many different ways. To us, changing the world means working together, 
cooperation, patience and determination. We are determined and believe in ourselves. We all can do it and 
together we can make a difference. 

Leo Baeck has taught us so much about making a difference and how we can help the world. We learned to 
be open-minded to others’ ideas and to care about the world around us. When we leave Leo Baeck, we will 
take away the experiences we have had and change the world. We will take with us the encouragement that 
the teachers have given us, and the leadership 
opportunities we have had, to continue to make 
a difference. 

If you think about it, changing the world is a big 
responsibility and we don’t have the power to 
do it individually. If we all participate and are 
willing to help, then the task becomes so much 
easier. Really, it takes all kinds to change the 
world. One little step at a time, together, we can 
make the world a better place.    

The Tikkun Olam Committee           
Making a Difference is at Its Core
Sonya Ben-Ishai on behalf of the Tikkun Olam Committee

One Teacher, Thirty-five Students   
Social Action: Making a Difference in The Classroom

Carly Bardikoff, Grade 3 Math and Grade 4 Language Arts



Sports have always made me feel more connected to 
my school and to my classmates, my teachers/coaches, 
and more recently, my students. This connection, in 
terms of camaraderie and in cultivating community, is 
only one positive and healthy difference that athletics 
can make in our students’ lives. The life lessons, in 
teamwork, and in winning and losing, that playing on 
a school team teaches our students are even further 
enhanced by the healthy lifestyle lessons that are 
learned.  Research shows that playing on a school team 
is an outstanding source of pride and engagement for 
male students, and for girls, participation in athletics, 
in general, has positive long-term effects on boosting 
self-esteem and on cultivating a positive and healthy 
body image. 

Leo Baeck has taken the unprecedented step among 
local Jewish day schools by participating in both 
the Jewish Day School Sports League and the Small 

Schools Athletic Federation (SSAF). The latter of these 
leagues represents an almost exclusively non-Jewish 
environment, and it provides our students with 
meaningful interfaith and intercultural activities. By 
participating in two leagues, we increase the athletic 
opportunities for our students, and we send them a 
positive message that we believe that sports can and 
should make a difference in their lives as Leo Baeck 
students. 

In a dynamic and busy environment such as Leo 
Baeck, where we try to accomplish so much and try 
to infuse meaning into everything that we do, it is 
difficult to plan and prioritize because everything 
is so important. Athletics can make a difference in 
the lives of all students, and can do so in a unique 
and meaningful way within a Jewish day school 
environment. 

As Dean of Student Services at the North Campus, my responsibility is to ensure that the academic, social and 
emotional needs of our students are being met. As educators it is important to look at the child as a whole and 
to help in guiding our students to become responsible members of the community. As children learn to play 
and mature, social relationships in the classroom and in the playground play a huge role in how they grow and 
develop into mature, responsible adults.

In order to encourage this within the Grade 3 classes, we contacted ‘Dynamix’, a team building organization, 
to assist us in helping to create a more peaceful and productive community. The three-session program helped 
our students to have a more positive impact on their day-to-day interactions with their peers. Students had 
the opportunity to learn and practice simple conflict resolution strategies. Thank you to the LBPA for funding 
this initiative. 

Parents were encouraged to engage their children in conversations related to the activities and discussions in 
which they participated. In addition, Dynamix provided ongoing suggestions and activities for the teachers to 
allow for further implementation in the classrooms. 

By encouraging children to engage with other children and adults, we are setting them up to enjoy the benefits 
of social health - from good esteem to strong communication skills to the ability to trust and connect with 
those around them. 

Teachers, parents and students together… we can make a difference! 

Making a Difference 
Through Sports
Jonathan Harris, South Campus Principal

The Importance of 
Social Health

Bev Gitter, Dean of Student Services

ALUMNIStay Connected
Are you a Leo Baeck Alum?

Do you know anyone else
who is a Leo Baeck Alum?

We want you!
Share your LB memories and experiences...  How?

Provide us with your contact information so you can receive 
exciting news and information from the school.  
www.leobaeck.ca/alumni

Sign up for our LB Alumni Association Facebook Group 
www.facebook.com/leobaeckdayschool 
and “like” our Facebook page.  

Volunteer at the school and receive community service hours.
Contact:  South Campus:  Deborah Epstein-Franks
depsteinfranks@leobaeck.ca
North Campus:  Mike Levinsky mlevinsky@leobaeck.ca

Support the Alumni Fund and help a current LB student enjoy 
the same wonderful learning experience you did!  
www.leobaeck.ca/alumnifund
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On the heels of the success of “V’shinantam L’vanecha”, Leo Baeck’s Senior Edition Siddur, the school launched 
a companion Siddur, geared towards our younger students, with a cross-campus school-wide Shacharit service 
and celebration on May 27 at Temple Sinai. Students from Grades 1 through 4 participated in the service 
along with teachers, administrators, parents, Board members, Nachas Club members and honoured guests 
including our Siddur Chai sponsors. Everyone enjoyed the lively reception that followed.

The Leo Baeck Siddur Committee kvelled, glowing with pleasure at the publication of The Leo Baeck Junior 
Siddur. It is delightful to look at and thought-provoking to read. Its official launch on May 27th was the 
culmination of many months of collaborative effort of an outstanding team of volunteers, staff, and freelance 
professionals. The Junior Siddur completes a set of two Siddurim that together meet the needs of all Leo Baeck 
students at all grade levels. 

The Leo Baeck Junior and Senior Siddurim reflect the curriculum and philosophy of The Leo Baeck Day School. 
They offer a useful guide to Reform Jewish thought and worship as students progress through the grades. 
The overall design and the beauty of the illustrations, most of which the children created, invite the reader 
to linger on each page. But there is much more to the Siddurim than meets the eye. Each illustration was 
carefully chosen to reflect the text, to prompt further thought or to suggest a deeper meaning. This 
multi-layered approach ensures that the Siddurim will remain rich living documents as students continue to 
work with them throughout their school careers.

As parents and teachers, we talk to kids all the time about collaboration and cooperation. The members of 
The Leo Baeck Siddur Committee had an opportunity to put these words into action. As committee chair 
Ian Korman said, “We were so fortunate: Ideally, you want a wide range of necessary skills as well as some 
unexpected ones that raise the project above the ordinary. People on our committee have all the technical, 
creative, management, organizational, and social skills needed for outstanding results.” The planning meetings 
were constructive and filled with ideas brainstormed in a welcoming atmosphere.  

A Very Special Thank You 
to all those involved: 

Thank you to Leo Baeck’s Nachas Club and Parents’ 
Association for their support of this important 
initiative for our students. 

CONGRATULATIONS LEO BAECK AND THANK 
YOU TO OUR COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR A JOB 

WELL DONE!

Leaders in our Community: Left to Right 
Carole Sterling, Outgoing President of the Canadian Council for Reform Judaism 

& LB Board Member, Peter Weidhorn, Chairman, Board of Trustees, Union for 
Reform Judaism, Laurie Davis, LB Board President & Parent, Elizabeth Wolfe, 

Chair, UJA Federation Board, Eric Petersiel, Head of School

Making a Difference 
in the Way Children Pray...
Fran Cohen on behalf of The Siddur Committee

Vivian Berman, Grandparent & Siddur 
Chai Sponsor with daughter, Ruth 
Rudin, LB Alum and Parent 

Leslie Dan, Siddur Chai 
Sponsor and LB Supporter 

and Eric Petersiel

Young LB student exploring her new Siddur

Himel Family, Siddur Chai Sponsors

LB students enjoying special 
treat at Kiddush Reception

Rabbi Noam Katz singing 
with LB Alumnae, 

Madeline and Margot Grubert 

Linda Abramsohn, Development Administrator & 
Marilyn Nagel, Nachas Club committee 

Siddur Steering Committee



How does our Board of Directors “Make a Difference” at The Leo Baeck 

Day School? One way is ensuring that our school is focused on achieving 

its mission and committed to effective planning. After completing a 

comprehensive parent survey last year, the board, our Head of School, and 

our administrative team are deep in the throes of developing a five year 

strategic plan for The Leo Baeck Day School.  

Some may ask why strategic planning? What does it do for our school? 

Quite simply, it’s a must for good governance and oversight and to ensure 

that our education is meeting the needs of today’s families and the next 

cohort of Jewish families. Effective strategic planning develops a shared 

dream among our stakeholders and produces a blueprint for how to achieve 

this dream.  

Where are we in the process? We have collected the opinions of 

parents, faculty, administrators and Board members. We have reviewed 

demographics, trends and best practices and have looked deeply into our 

mission as a school, trying to better articulate what we are committed to 

deliver. Guided by our strategic planning committee and an experienced 

facilitator, we have identified the key issues and structured work teams to 

research further and develop action plans. Our Board has dedicated much 

of its time this year to planning, including an intense full day session. At 

the end of this school year, the Board will agree on the overall direction 

and will begin working on the costing and implementation of initiatives. 

We expect to be able to present our plan to our parent body in the coming 

year. The Board has been thoroughly engaged in this process and remains 

convinced that, as it did 6 years ago when we published our last strategic 

plan, our new Leo Baeck strategic plan will guide us into the next phase of 

development for The Leo Baeck Day School. 

With the support of a generous donation by a South Campus family, we are licensed to use computer 
software that has and will continue to make a difference for many of the students who access the 
Student Services Department at the South Campus.  

Kurzweil 3000 is “text to speech” software that reads text from any source, while highlighting the 
word it is reading, helping students both hear and visualize the particular passage. In their Early 
Settlers unit Grade 3 students used Kurzweil to help gather main ideas from the text since the 
software digitally highlighted the main points students needed to know. 

Dragon Dictate is a speech to text software which enables students to “talk-out” their essay, journal 
response or lab report using a headset with a microphone while the software transcribes. “Dragon 
helps me to express myself better by speaking rather than typing because sometimes it is easier to say things 
instead of writing them down,” said a Grade 6 student.

The new software provides tremendous opportunities for students to learn independently. The sense 
of accomplishment these students feel after completing an assignment that was a struggle in the 
past makes a significant difference in their quality of learning and educational experience.  It builds 
their confidence, which in turn enhances their attitudes towards learning. 

Teachers have also noticed the positive impact of the software. “I think Kurzweil is a great way to engage 
a developing reader and provide the support necessary to start reading independently,” said Ms. Zilbert who 
teaches Math, Science and Social Studies and uses Kurzweil 3000 with her Grade 2 and 4 students. 
“Using the program to re-read books provides the review and repetition many beginning readers need, but can be 
accomplished with independence.”

Walking through the halls of the South Campus, one cannot help but notice a true difference in the 
learning environment. Students’ needs are being met and teachers are appreciative of the enriched 
teaching tools offered. 

Making Learning  
More Accessible

Danielle Applebaum, Dean of Student Academics

Five Year Strategic Plan - 
Leo Baeck’s Future
Laurie Davis, President on behalf of the Leo Baeck Board of Directors
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Lights. Camera. Action. For Mike Levinsky, North Campus Middle School Coordinator and Robin Perlmutter, 
former Leo Baeck parent and the founder and managing director of the Toronto Youth Music Theatre Company, 
producing a high quality musical theatre production while raising money for a good cause at the same time 
represents the best of both worlds.

In 2010, they created Play It Forward Productions (a ‘play’ on the words ‘Pay It Forward’) assembling a production 
team of three Leo Baeck parents, Melissa Muskat, Natalie Rashkovan and Marcy Wajs. In January 2011, they 
presented a Broadway Revue entitled, “Aim Chai”, which showcased the incredible talents of 35 dedicated cast 
members. They performed 18 songs from 18 musicals, including Annie, Wicked, West Side Story and Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat at three nearly sold out shows, the net proceeds of which went to 
support Ve’ahavta, a Canadian humanitarian and relief organization.

Thanks to the generosity of sponsors and ticket purchasers, Aim Chai raised over $35,000 in support of 
Ve’ahavta. Committed to the Jewish value of tzedakah – the obligation to do justice – Ve’ahavta assists the needy 
locally and abroad through volunteerism, education, and acts of kindness, while building bridges between 
Jews and other peoples, worldwide.  

Participating in Aim Chai was personally rewarding for all participants as they were able to channel their 
passion for theatre while at the same time raise money for a worthwhile cause. “Besides making great new 
friendships, we learned that giving to others is the ultimate satisfaction that one can achieve,” said Sari Shear, LB parent 
and mother of Ainsley (Grade 2), Jamie (SK) and Casey, (incoming JK student). “This is not just an essential lesson 
for our children, but for all of us.”

Nachas News

Our Parent Community Joins Together 
to Make a Difference

Everyone ‘shepped nachas’ when 
students in Grades 4 and 5 welcomed 
their grandparents and special guests 
to the school as they participated in 
the L’Dor V’Dor project sponsored by 
our Nachas Club. Several weeks ago, 
students emailed scanned black and 
white copies of family photographs 
of previous generations which were 
digitally scanned and printed on a 
canvas. Grandparents were invited 
to participate in a hands-on art 
project along with their grandchildren 
which included drawing portraits of 
each other which will be mounted on 
the canvas.

Nachas Club Member Shares Her Story of Survival 
Inspiring Students to Stand Up and Make a Difference!

As one of the hidden children of the Holocaust, Esther Fairbloom, proud 
grandparent of two Leo Baeck students (Cara, SK and Jamie, Grade 
3), spoke candidly of her experiences at the North Campus Yom 
Hashoah assembly.  

Esther was sent to the local Catholic orphanage when she was six 
months old and stayed there for five years until the war ended. 
Esther’s birth parents did not survive the war and her aunt and 
uncle adopted her. After immigrating to Canada via a German 
Displaced Person’s Camp, Esther did not tell her story for many 
years. It was not until one of her granddaughters called her from 
Auschwitz two years ago while participating on the March of the 
Living urging her to share her story that Esther began to speak 
publicly. “If I can walk it, you can talk it,” Esther’s granddaughter said.  
From that single statement she knew that it was her duty to educate 
the next generation. Her hope is that by sharing her story children 
will feel empowered to stand up and advocate for themselves, and feel 
pride in their heritage and make being Jewish a priority in their lives.

Esther is affiliated with UJA Federation of Greater Toronto’s Sarah & 
Chaim Neuberger Holocaust Education Centre and speaks often at local schools. She feels strongly about 
spreading awareness so that the atrocity of the Holocaust never happens again. “Sharing my story has afforded 
me the opportunity to make a difference in the lives of the next generation. Without the knowledge or history of our people 
we cannot expect the children of the future to make an impact in their own communities.”  

Once her own three children were all in school full-time, Esther welcomed new families at Baycrest for 30 
years. She was very connected to the other survivors there, helping them with any issues they had and often 
serving as their confidante. She remains involved with Baycrest as Chair of the Family Council. 

Esther and her husband David have three children and six grandchildren; three girls and three boys from 
infant to university age. “They are my diamonds,” Esther said, referring to her grandchildren. “It is my pleasure to 
be a part of the Nachas Club and an involved member of the Leo Baeck community – being part of such a warm and loving 
community is a blessing.”  

Esther Fairbloom and her two grandchildren Jamie and
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On Wednesday May 4th, our entire class went to the first ever World Youth Conference. At the conference there were different speakers, such 
as Spencer West, Peter Kent, Andy Thibodeau and Dan Trommater, who talked to us about bullying, volunteering, and making your own 
decisions. They shared their amazing stories with us, which, for some, was a hard thing to do. Our favorite speaker was Spencer West. He 
talked about how he lost his legs at age 5 and was told he could not be an active member of society. He talked about the way people reacted 

to him losing his legs, how he was bullied in school, and how all of this 
has made him a stronger person. We found it really inspiring that even 
though he had a disability and so many of his own problems, he is still 
an active contributing member of society. He even found the time to go 
to Kenya to help build a school as part of the Me to We Foundation. We 
were amazed that someone without any legs is doing so much and how 
most people take things for granted. We really enjoyed how interactive 
the conference was. We weren’t just listening to speeches, but rather 
the speakers were talking with us. Reflecting on the conference, we all 
agreed the conference was really moving. We felt so excited and know 
that the conference will inspire teens from all across Toronto to stand 
up and do something that will make a difference in their community 
and beyond.  

Mackenzie Stern & Dahlia Horlick on behalf of the Grade 8 Class of 2011/5771

Our goal is to continue to work with our teachers and students to better develop the seamless integration of IB. We have already begun 
to see the many benefits to the educational framework IB provides.
We respect and appreciate that there were areas for improvement with specific directions to pursue. We have begun to discuss the ways 
we can improve and enhance our curriculum with our Principals, Deans and Teachers. We have started to implement key strategies in 
how we teach, on what we focus and how we can best connect the material with our students.
We look forward to continuing this process each year. We have gained valuable information, which will not only help adjust how we teach 
and what to focus on but will remind us of the positive changes we have made in the lives of our students. 

Thank you to all of the participants

The May 4 World Youth Conference was the brainchild 
of one of our own, an LB alum. Sixteen year-old Shane 
Feldman took it upon himself to motivate and inspire 
students to create positive change in the world. The spark 
was ignited when the Westmount Collegiate student began 
to notice that his peers were apathetic about the plight of 
Third World communities.

Feldman, who had the idea for the project two years ago and 
began planning the conference last year, said that he was 
driven to move forward when he succeeded in motivating 
his younger sister to be more socially conscious. Shane 
credits his family and former teachers with introducing him 
to the concept of tzedakah, and that his Jewish upbringing 
helped him realize the importance of a charity.  

“Who I am today is because of what I have learned and experienced 
at Leo Baeck”.

About 400 high school students from across Ontario attended 
the May 4 conference, including our North Campus Grade 
8 students. Originally it was supposed to be a school-wide 
event to inspire his peers to volunteer and become youth 
leaders, but he decided that wasn’t enough. He mailed out 
an information package to every school in the York Region 
District School Board and Toronto District School Board.  
Word of the conference even spread to Ontario’s Minister 
of Education, Leona Dombrowsky, who offered to provide a 
video message to be played during the event.

The one-day conference included 
motivational and inspirational speakers 
such as Lynda Fishman, author of 
Repairing Rainbows, and Spencer West, 
who lost his legs at the age of five. 
Both speakers addressed the struggles 
they faced – their search for meaning 
and happiness – and their eye-opening 
volunteer experiences. Students were introduced to a 
website Feldman partnered with, charityrepublic.com, a 
Canadian-based organization that gives volunteers the 
opportunity to choose from hundreds of charities and non-
profit organizations with which to connect.

“At Leo Baeck I learned that giving back and making a difference 
in the lives of others is not only my responsibility but my duty as a 
Jewish citizen of the world.”

The main thing he wanted delegates to leave with was a 
feeling of individual empowerment that each of them can 
make a difference.

From all of us at Leo Baeck, Mazal Tov on this wonderful 
accomplishment – thanks for making us proud!

For more information about the conference, e-mail   
worldyouthconference@ymail.com.

Alumni News
SMALL HANDS, BIG DIFFERENCE
An LB Alum Determined to Make a Difference

OUR GRADUATES TRANSITION TO HIGH SCHOOL
Alumni Survey of Graduating Class 5770/2010

One of the most positive outcomes from the survey is the knowledge that our Leo Baeck graduates adjust to high school with ease from 
both an academic and social perspective. We are proud that our students feel a deep sense of social responsibility and connection as 
citizens of the world. We take pride in the successes of all of our graduates. 

We are excited to present the results from our Leo Baeck Class of 5770/2010 (last year’s Grade 8 graduating class) alumni 
survey. The survey was conducted to record, evaluate and assess how well our graduates transitioned into high school from 
an overall academic and social perspective as well as their parents’ perceptions of the same. Thank you to Jodi Margolis and 
Carol Grubert, Alumni Coordinators, for spearheading this initiative in conjunction with the Development Office.    

PREPARATION FOR STUDIES North Campus Students North Campus Parents South Campus Students South Campus Parents
General Studies 3.5 3.8 4.4 4.4
Hebrew Language (at CHAT) 3.8 4.2 3.7 4.1
Jewish Studies (at CHAT) 3.0 4.2 3.7 4.5

   Rating Scale - 1 = very poorly prepared, 5 = very well prepared

PARTICIPATION RATE North Campus South Campus
Students 81% 66%
Parents 49% 59%

HIGH SCHOOL North Campus South Campus
Public 26% 8%
Secular Private 0% 23%
TanenbaumCHAT 74% 69%

OVERALL AVERAGES Rating
Academic Adjustment to High School (1 = very poorly, 5 = very well) 4.4
Social Adjustment to High School (1 = very poorly, 5 = very well) 4.8
Marks the same or better than at Leo Baeck 86%
Encouraging Social Responsibility (1 = helped very little, 5 = helped a lot) North - 3.5, South - 4.5
Perception of IB Programme Enhancement (1 = very little, 5 = a lot) 2.4

Shane Feldman, 
Class of 2008/5768
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We See the World in Your Child

Nursery students visited the local Fire Station as part of their ‘Community 
Helper’ unit, where they learned about various services and organizations.

South Campus Grade 5 Rikudiyah students performed at Tanenbaum 
CHAT along with other school and synagogue groups across Toronto.

North Campus parents and teachers roll the dice at “Bet on 
Baeck” the LBPA’s community building event.Grade 7 students at the North Campus welcomed students from St. Joseph the 

Worker Catholic School and As-Sadiq Islamic School for an inter-faith seder. 
During the seder, Leo Baeck students explained the various Passover traditions 
and customs to their peers while the other two schools presented pieces from 
their own cultures.

SK students cheer on the sidelines during the 
Yom Ha’azmaut Parade on Atkinson Avenue.

Students learn about the voting process and the importance of 
being an active citizen on Election Day, May 2nd 2011.

South Campus students had a great time at Baeck’s Black and White Bash hosted by the LBPA in March.

Music, Mingling and Martinis was a huge success! Over 160 parents and staff 
attended this evening at Spacco, featuring great food, music and a fabulous 
Silent Auction. There was a real positive vibe in the air! We raised over $8000 
in support of the South Campus Technology Enhancement Fund. 

Grade 2 students at the North Campus proudly display their structures 
made of only recycled materials as part of their math unit.



The Leo Baeck Day School 
would like to thank the following supporters of this year’s 

“Make A Difference” Annual Fund Campaign:  

YOU helped make a difference! Thanks to you, our 
community, our students’ education will be enhanced 
with a brand new state of the art outdoor playground at 
the North Campus and technology enhancements at the 
South Campus including 3 new SmartBoards, iPads and 
laptops. Extracurricular programming, athletics, literacy 
enhancements and tuition assistance were other areas 
of support along with the Faculty Fund. Our students are 
already reaping the benefits of the new resources and 
programs.

The annual fund campaign has become a tradition at Leo 
Baeck, as it is at all other private schools, both Jewish and 
non-Jewish. The campaign provides funding for the “here 
and now” enhancements to the curricular program that 
add to our students’ educational experience.  

Your participation as a parent, staff, Board member, 
grandparent, alumni or community member is most 
appreciated. We aimed to increase overall participation 
and thanks to your generosity we reached our goal. Making 
Leo Baeck a philanthropic priority in your giving portfolio 
ensures Leo Baeck’s future success. Thank you!

There are many giving opportunities, not just limited to 
the annual fund campaign. For more information, go to      
www.leobaeck.ca/supportLB.

The Bierstock Family is so proud to stand behind this year’s 
campaign:

“Being born in Toronto, my family belonged to Holy Blossom 
Temple... and still does. My earliest memories of “being Jewish” 
and going to shul have always been associated with the Temple, 
and now although I married a “Waterloo Boy” and have lived 
there for almost 50 years... I am thrilled to be able to say that my 
youngest daughter, Tracy Wilder and her husband Andrew are also 
members of Holy Blossom. A very important part of that decision 
was The Leo Baeck Day School. I have two beautiful grandchildren 
attending there... Noah and Ryan. The school has been wonderful 
and the children love it! The Jewish education the children receive 
is heartwarming and I know it will remain with them far into the 
future. It gives me and my entire family a tremendous amount 
of pleasure to be able to contribute to this wonderful school. 
Congratulations Leo Baeck! You are doing a fabulous job... for 
my family and all those who are part of the Leo Baeck Family. 
This donation is made in loving memory of my husband, Donald 
Bierstock.” - Pam Bierstock

Leo Baeck’s Annual Fund 
“Make a Difference” Campaign
Elysa Greisman, Director of Development

Elaine and Joel Abrams and Family
Adam and Evelyn Adler and Family
The Ain Family
The Alter Family
Loren Altman
J Edward Antecol, Joy Kaufman and Harrison Antecol
Gordon Arbess, Sharon Neiss, Joshua, Adam and Olivia Arbess
Mark and Sara Arnstein and Family
Lesley Atkins
Vadim and Michelle Azeilyant and Family
Baker Family
Basil and Ruth Ballon
Ballon Family
Marni Banack and Ben Mogil
The Barrison Family
The Benedek Family
Magda and Peter Benedek
Ben-Ishai/Wilansky Family
Bierstock Family
Jordan Bloomberg and Rebecca Lander
Zahava and David Bloomstone, Andrew, Laila and Bobby
Breslin Halpern Family
Adam Breslin and Erika Rubin
Deron and Karin Brown and Family
Robyn and Danny Buchman and Family
Yvette Burke
Jason and Jennifer Burstein
Jordana and Shai Burstein and Family
Randy, Martha, Benjamin, Nathan and Daniel Cass
Brian and Amanda Cepler and Family
Alex, Debbie and Family Chabachevitch
Marvin and Mona Chankowsky
Rochelle Chester and Daniel Horowitz
Lori and Jordan Cohen and Family
Marshall and Judith Cohen and Family
Marilyn and Syd Conn
Allan and Elaine Davis
Michael, Laurie, Hannah, Lee and Noah Davis
Aimee Debow
Nisa and Matthew Diamond and Family
Glen Dimfel and Deena Morrison Dimfel
Rachel and Ady Dombrowsky
Wendy and Elliott Eisen
Deborah Epstein-Franks
Ellen Falconer
Farb Family
Rochelle Feldberg
Alisa, Michael, Hannah, Shayna and Cole Feldbloom  Courtney 
and Warren Fireman and Family 
Fischtein Family 
Claire Flotner 
The Fox Family 
George and Judy Frankfort 
Phyllis and Robert Friedman 
Marc Fuss and Family 
Sharon and Morton Gaines 
Anna and Alex Garber 
Sean Gilbert and Joy Polevoy and Family 
Miriam and Eddie Glaser 
Fern Glowinsky and Ian Sandler 
The Lillian and Norman Glowinsky Family Foundation Joanne 
Godel and Warren Blatt 
David and Rachel Gold and Family 
Bonnie Goldberg, Adam Abramson and Family 
Gerri Goldberg 

Dan, Joan and Meagan Goldberg 
Cindy Goldstein and Larry White 
Michael and Deborah Goodman 
Marc Gordon and Natalie Abbott and Family  
Matt, Aviva, Jessie and Allie Gottlieb 
Sydney, J.J., Ben, Margot and David Greenberg 
Avi and Irina Greenspoon 
Elysa Greisman 
Dr. Bob and Jennifer Grossman and Family 
Nolan and Carol Grubert and Family 
Alan and Lori Gutmann and Family 
Shirley Halpern 
Jonathan and Sari Harris and Family 
Arlene and Steve Heller 
Marc and Monique Hirshberg and Family 
Yvette and Jordan Ison 
Goldie Jablonowski 
Stacey Jacobs 
Mark, Shoshana, Andrew and Ryan Jamieson 
Carla and Dana Karkheck and Family 
Mark and Alana Katz and Family 
Goldie and Harvey Kestenberg and Family 
Zoe Klein, Andrew Zimet and Sasha 
Shelley Klugman 
Carolyn and Eliot Kolers 
The Korman Family 
Susan, Jonathan and Jennifer Korman in memory of their beloved 
and cherished father/Zadie, Henry Silberzweig 
Eva and Barry Kornhaber 
The Kosta Family 
Hillel Kurlandsky and Keren Romm 
Danielle Lapedus 
Ron, Gina, Alex and Hannah Lapsker 
The Latsky Family 
Brad and Barb Lenet and Family 
Lerner Family 
The Levine Family 
Michael, Lorraine, Jamie and Cara Levinson 
Michael Levy and Family 
Ted Liss 
Mark and Beth Litwin 
Allan and Alisa Lyons and Family 
Sandi and Paul Mandel 
Moish and Jodi Margolis and Family 
Lonni Margulies 
The family of Rachelle Heller 
Mick and Rachel Markus and Family 
Fagel Mitgang 
Cheryl and Raymond Morris 
Morris Family 
Harry and Jackie Nadler 
Gavin and Michelle Naimer 
Doug and Jodi Nathanson and Family 
Cindy Opler 
Selma and Gene Opler 
The Orzech Family 
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Dr. Scott and Alison Posen and Family 
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61 Anonymous Donors 
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The Rolnick Family 
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Rotman Family 
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Ronna Rubin and Phil Smith 
The Rudin Family 
Simona and Jaime Salter 
Gary and Alyse Saltz and Family 
Mia and Nathan Saltz 
Jonathan and Tammy Sandler and Family 
Randi and Peter Satok 
Mindy and Dr. Andrew Scott 
The Sefton Family 
David, Rochelle, Megan and Benjamin Shaw 
Shear Family 
Molly Shear 
Michael Sherrard, Rhonda Cohen, Haley and Dana Sherrard 
Neil Shinder 
Deborah Dalfen, Jamie Shulman and Family 
Sandi and Jonathan Silver 
Daniel and Cassandra Sinclair and Family 
Aviva Sinuk 
Judy and Ernie Smilovits 
Randi and Jeremy Solomon and Family 
Eva Sos 
Robyn and Robert Spector 
Joan Starkman and Aaron Hendler and Family 
Mark and Cheryl Steiner and Family 
Marni and Paul Stepak 
Carole and Jay Sterling and Family  
David and Lisa Swimmer and Family 
Cheryl Sylvester and Robert, Aaron and Nate Schenk 
Gene, Mark, Gabe, Laura and Talia Teeger 
David and Alissa Train 
Anna and Michael Tulman 
Joanne Goldberg Weigen 
Brian and Shelley Weiner 
Mark and Donna Weinstock 
Molly, Abbie and Sarah Wise 
Yael Wolynetz 
Asher Wyllie 
Ricki Wortzman 
The Yack Family 
Shari Zacks  
Ivan Zarenda 
Liam Zisman and Family 
NC SK3 Parents 



36 Atkinson Avenue, Thornhill Ontario L4J 8C9   |   1950 Bathurst Street, Toronto Ontario M5P 3K9
905-709-3636                   416-787-9899 

www.leobaeck.ca
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