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August 2011

Av 5771

Dear South Campus Parents:

Welcome to the 5772-2011/12 school year at The Leo Baeck Day School, South Campus.

I’m extremely excited about my return to Leo Baeck and once again assuming the precious role of Interim Principal. Although it’s been six years since I had the privilege of being in your presence, I look forward to encountering new and familiar faces- students, parents and staff.

I view my role as not only sustaining the best practices of the school but also as enhancing the educational visions inherent in a Reform Jewish milieu, the IB and Leo Baeck curricula and the array of programs available to students, while maintaining a safe, stimulating and enjoyable learning environment.

In addition to the new model for the delivery of Student Services introduced last year, two other innovations from last year have sparked changes for us. While the Grade Two curricular integration pilot program is not continuing this year, there were significant learnings as to how to lessen the transition to our three thirds model of education, most notably that, where possible, younger students will remain in the same class for two thirds of their day and their rooms will be very close to each other. The other important focus of the past year was on providing for Differentiated Instruction in the classroom with the assistance of Twins Consulting. Adina Lubek will serve this year in the role of Literacy Coach for the younger grades, thus ensuring that the best of what we have learned will be supported in the classroom.

The safety and security of our students continues to be one of this school’s highest priorities. Please take the time to read the 2011-12/5772 “Parents’ Guide to Policies and Practices” sent as part of the electronic information package. This is critical to our working effectively together to ensure a safe and nurturing educational environment both inside and outside of our building. Student enrichment of Jewish knowledge, heritage and experience will help to foster a strong sense of identity and Jewish community.

I’d like to take this opportunity to introduce you to our newest staff members:

Lawrence Axmith, English and Performing Arts

Naomi Epstein, Science and Computer Studies

Carly Schelberg, Physical Education

Zack Teitel, English and Humanities

Sara Zatsman, Math/Science and Physical Education

Vered Feldman, Special Education
Lauren Sterling, Assistant, Special Education
Please join me in welcoming and supporting Lawrence, Naomi, Vered, Carly, Lauren, Zack and Sara to the Leo Baeck Community.

As well, let’s extend a warm welcome back to Suzy Elster, Hebrew, Melissa Levin, Gr. 1 and Jordan Maher, Mathematics.

I am thrilled to welcome our new emissaries from Israel: Mai Levi and Or Shalem. Please introduce yourself to them, and give them a warm welcome, as they will be instrumental in infusing Israeli culture and ruach into our school.

It is my honour, as well, to be able to work alongside  the following members of our Leadership Team:

Dean of Jewish Living: Rabbi Noam Katz

Dean of Academic Development: Desmond Bender

Dean of Students: Deborah Epstein-Franks

Dean of Student Academics: Danielle Applebaum

Hebrew and Jewish Studies Coordinator: Miriam Glaser

Lead Teachers, 2011-2012:

Adina Lubek, Primary and Junior

Cindy Opler and Ilana Cyna, Intermediate, and Math, Science and Technology

Marc Kates, Languages

Lead Librarian: Rochelle Chester

Assistant to the Principal: Tara Carey

Elsewhere in this package, you will see details about carpools and the school’s drop-off and pick-up routines. I encourage you to read carefully this information in addition to all school policies. All of our policies concerning parking and traffic are based on two very important factors: the safety of our students and the recognition that we share our neighbourhood streets with local residents.

Building on our commitment to community involvement, we look forward to parent attendance at school-sponsored curriculum and social events. Please mark the following dates on your calendar and join us for these important events: 

Thursday, September 8, 6:00 pm, LBPA Welcome BBQ

Tuesday, September 13, 7:30 pm,  SK-Gr. 5  Curriculum Night

Tuesday, September 20, 7:30 pm,  Gr. 6 - 8   Curriculum Night

Please note that the school continues to provide an after-care program from 3:30 - 6:00 p.m. each weekday [3:30 - 5:45 p.m. on Fridays] at a cost of $15 per day and $10 per each additional child from the same family.

Of course, the news about our move to Arlington Middle School in September, 2012 excites and motivates all of us. Over the course of this school year, you will have numerous updates as well as opportunities for input. Stay tuned!

School begins on Tuesday, September 6, 2011. This package, all downloadable, contains everything you need to get the year started. Only those students in SK to Grade 1 will be informed of their class placement.  All other students will learn of their class placement on the first day of school.

Wishing you and your family a restful end to summer and a great start to the school year.

B’Shalom,

[image: image3.png]



Ron Mintz

Interim Principal, South Campus
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